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MAIN IDEAS AND MPORTANT DETAILS
by Ronald Cramer and Hal Cafone
papers on topics such as building comprehension in social studies, vocabulary
instruction in all content areas, and a
rather important one dealing with
iterative processes for studying teaching methods in the classroom. Finally,
there is a section on program descriptions that includes an article on allschool reading programs and one on
staff developed workshops.
As mentioned previously, this is a
second report. The first is still available

Research in Reading in the Content
Areas: Second Year Report is now
available from the Reading and Language Arts Center, Syracuse University.
This volume, edited by Harold Herber
and Richard F. Barron is well worth
your attention if you are at all concerned with reading in the secondary
schools. Essentially the articles deal
with experiments and experiences in
teaching reading in a variety of content
areas. However there are also position
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and _the third report is anticipated
shortly. If the third approaches the
quality of the first two, it will be most
welcomed.
Often, as teachers of diagnosis of
reading difficulties, the authors of this
column have their students create a
diagnostic kit for use in their work
with children. Recently a Reading
Diagnosis Kit was published by The
Center for Applied Research in Education,· New York: 1974 that contains
many of the current informal procedures one commonly finds in our
work. Wilma Miller, the author, has
selected examples of individual and
group informal procedures such as
word recognition in isolation, informal
reading inventory, observation checklist, and several others. In addition,
there is a chapter concerned with the
limitations of standardized tests and
an appendix listing some important
useful tests at various levels. In order
to use this kit, the purchaser will have
to reproduce many of the items and,
of course needs supervised practice in
the process of both giving and interpreting the results from these tests.
This process is by no means an easy
one.
The National Society for the Study
of Education (NSSE) has published its
latest volumes on Teacher Education
and Youth, both of concern to the
readers of this column. The former
volume, edited by Kevin Ryan, is most
interesting for it comes at a time when
attempts are being made to shift the
responsibility for teacher education in
Michigan from the colleges and universities to the public schools. Those
interested in that issue will be interested in "Current Issues in the Education
of Teachers" by M. Coogan as well as

"Control and Responsibility in Teacher
Education" by R. Bush and P. Enemark. There are other chapters worth
your attention also; chapters that deal
with performance based teacher education, the training of teachers for affective roles, and teacher militancy.
The second volume, Youth edited
by Havighurst and Dreyer, focuses on
the " . . . psychological and social
. processes by which young people (ages
15-24) become adults in contemporary
society." Those readers teaching in
high schools and colleges will find this
important reading.
In what may be one of the better
basic texts Teaching Elementary Reading, second edition, Robert Karlin
warns that his book does not " ...
climb on any bandwagons. It does take
the position that no single rationale
can explain the process of reading or
the acquisition of reading ability, and
it therefore continues to offer a variety
of diagnostic and teaching strategies
based on the latest published research."
Karlin has maintained a balance of
theory and practical application so
those interested in acquiring a basic
understanding of the teaching of reading will find this an excellent book.
(Harcourt Brace Javanovich)
Other recent publications are Kenneth Ahrendt's, Community College
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Reading Programs (IRA); The Language Arts in Childhood Education,
Third Edition by Burns and Broman
(Rand McNally) and The Tasks of
Teaching Reading, James Kerber
(Charles A. Jones).

(Dr. Harold Cafone, and Dr. Ronald L.
Cramer are on the staff of Oakland University.)

